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Modernisation of the Latvian
Judicial System

Article, 26.06.2009

As part of its contribution to EU enlargement, Switzerland has pledged CHF 8 million
to co-fund a project aimed at improving the quality and efficiency of Latvia’s judicial
system. The joint project agreement was signed by the two countries on 25 June
20009.

Faced with the rising number and growing complexity of lawsuits that come before its
courts, and in view of the outdated communication technology used by them, the
Latvian government decided that action was needed to modernise its judicial system.
Consequently, it launched a project to improve the standards and efficiency of
adjudication by its courts, and to afford citizens easier access to the system.

On 25 June 2009, Switzerland (represented by the Swiss ambassador in Riga, Gabriela
Nutzi Sulpizio) and Latvia (represented by the Deputy State Secretary at the Ministry of
Finance, AndzZs Ubelis) signed the joint project agreement. Latvia has earmarked CHF
1.4 min, while Swiss funding for the project will total CHF 8 min. By the end of the
project, which is expected to run for three years, not only will the courts be equipped
with improved communication technology (audio, video-conferencing and internet),
but Latvia will have an overall more effective and efficient court management system.

All of Latvia's courts will be given modern recording equipment, replacing the current
labour-intensive and costly court reporting and transcription system. In addition, the
introduction of videoconferencing facilities in courts and prisons will also help cut
costs by doing away with the need to transport prisoners to and from court. The
Latvian public will also have access to more information about the courts via the
internet and will increasingly be able to communicate with them electronically. As a
result of these and other measures, Latvia should end up with a more effective and
speedier justice system. The measures set out in this modernisation project are in line
with Council of Europe recommendations.
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Kontakt

Embassy of Switzerland

SmilSu iela 8

LV-1050 Riga

Latvia

Aldaru iela 2/4 (Entrance for visitors upon appointment)
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Telefon
Zentrale +371 67 33 83 51
Konsularische Dienstleistungen +46 8 676 79 00

Zentrale B4 riga@eda.admin.ch
Konsularische Dienstleistungen BS stockholm.cc@eda.admin.ch
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Konsularische Fragen

Fir alle konsularischen Angelegenheiten wie An- und Abmeldung, Adressanderungen,
Passe und Ausweise, Personenstand, Visa und Einreisebestimmungen in die Schweiz ist
das Regionale Konsularzentrum in Stockholm zustandig.

Feiertage

An Samstagen/Sonntagen und Feiertagen sowie in Notfallen auBBerhalb der
Geschaftszeiten rufen Sie bitte die EDA-Helpline in der Schweiz an (+41 800 24 7 365 /
+41 58 465 33 33).

Social Media

Die Botschaft X @SwissEmbRiga
Die Botschaft @ @swissembriga
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